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ell obviously spring has

arrived. For most, tell tale

signs are the snow has gone,
birds of all types are back, and we
have switched to daylight savings
time. For the Emergency Services tell
tale signs of spring is planning for
flooding and smoke on the horizon
from grass fires.

Spring quite often brings with it a
feeling of optimism. We have finally
come through our cold and long
winter. It is the time of new budgets
and the opportunity to possibly start
new projects.

From the Emergency Services
perspective spring should bring with
it the dusting off of emergency plans.
Each year many of you are faced
with potential flood situations in
southern Manitoba, and/or spring
grass fires that can quickly get out of
control. Spring also starts to see
more outside activities and the
possibility for people to get lost.
There is an increased amount of
movement of fertilizers, herbicides
and pesticides. In general, there are a
number of additional things that can
happen, which could require a
response from your department. You
need to ensure that your emergency
plans are current and up to date. Any
partnerships that we have with
respect to emergency response within
your jurisdiction should be revisited,

and made sure that all the relative
information is correct.

There are a number of interesting
issues that have been or are going on.
In this edition you will see articles
with respect to the advancement
being made building the Provincial
USAR team. This has been a
challenge but with the cooperation
we have received from a number of
agencies we have been successful. We
will be participating in the first
National USAR exercise sometime
this fall. We can be proud of this
additional emergency response asset
now available to all your
municipalities.

The Manitoba Assocation of Fire
Chiefs and Association of Manitoban
Municipalities have been successful
in their lobbying of the Province with
respect to the use of water bombers
for large and extraordinary fire
situations where this type of
response is necessary. The Provincial
water bomber fleet will be available
to assist in major municipal fire
situations that are larger than the
municipal or regional resources can
handle. The Office of the Fire
Commissioner has been given the
authority for the coordination of
water bombers for municipal
responses. All of this of course is
contingent on water bombers being
available for use and not committed

to fires being worked on by Manitoba
Conservation.

A very extensive review of the
Workers Compensation Act has been
undertaken and the new legislation
was introduced April 12, 2005. There
are a number of positive changes
with respect to the fire service, both
career and rural, that will benefit all
fire fighters within the Province.

As many of you know our Office has
recently completed a Provincial
hazard analysis and risk assessment.
Over the last year Jean Paul Lebel
from our Office visited every village,
town, and municipality conducting
the review. The review was done by
taking a look at potential hazards
across the Province and discussing
these hazards with the local
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authorities. From that, a level of risk
was determined. The level of risk is
established based on how probable it
is that an event would occur from any
particular hazard and if something did
happen, how would the local
municipal system be able to cope with
the situation. From there a gap
analysis was developed. The gap
analysis looks at what resources a
municipality has to commit to any
type of emergency versus what is
necessary. This information has
become very valuable in assisting our
Office in planning to assist the
municipal system with regards to
everything from training programs to
emergency response.

Spring always brings with it an
emphasis on more hands on practical
training. After being cooped up all
winter, everyone enjoys the
opportunity to get out and do the
hands on stuff. Everything from live
fire training, vehicle extrication to
water rescue is either now on the go or
being planned for. This training is
great and this is where skills are built,
but this is the type of training that
requires planning and preparation.
The more hands on and realistic the
training is, the more potential there is
for people to get hurt. By all means
train; but be careful. Always
remember the ratio for numbers of
students to instructors. Regardless of
what course or training program you
are taking or providing, the number
one goal should always be to ensure
that no one gets hurt or injured during
the activity.

Finally the new fall training catalogue
as well as the conference brochure
should be in the mail towards the end
of May. Watch for these items as many
of the courses in the catalogue, as well
as those offered at the conference, are
filled on a first come first serve basis.

A photo essay
by Sun photographer
Bruce Bumstead
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Scott Kerbis of the Office of the Fire Commissioner uses a gas-powered chainsaw to cut through a concrete slab. The Urban Search and Rescue Team has two types of saws,
Eas-powered and hydraulic-powered, both of which are cooled using a stream of water. The diamond-tipped industrial blades range from $800 to $1,200.

A select group of rescuers

When disaster strikes and people become trapped, a
select team with the Office of the Fire Commissioner are
called. This team, known as the Urban Search and Rescue
(USAR) team, consists of 100 members trained for a wide
variety of rescue services.

The mandate of the team is to respond within eight hours |
of any urban disaster which requires their highly trained
skills to help locate and rescue trapped victims who are
beyond the realm of local emergency services.

When deployed, the team consists of up to 50 members |
and 25,000 pounds of equipment, which includes everything |
from insulated medical tents to highly sensitive sound sen-
S0rs used 1o pinpointing victims under rubble and debris

The rescuers also bring a wide variety of skills to the
team that separates them from other emergency services.
Thirty are from Hydro's El
Response Team, which includes electricians and gasitters.,
Doctors and paramedics round out the number of firefight-
€rs and police search and rescue members from all parts.
of the province.

{Top left) A Delsor Life Detector sénsor ¢an pick up Sound vibrations, which travel through concrete and
rubble. By using an array of sensors. a rescue technician can zero in on the location of a potential vie-
tim so rescuers can concentrate their efforts in recovery. The Delsor system is used after search dog
teams have located a general area to search.

{Top right) Stu Carruthers of The Pas, left, and Joel of the Fire fight,
are instructed by Pat Maclasaac of the OFC on the use of the Delsor Life Detector system which uses
highly sensitive sound sensors to probe for noises through debris.

{Above and right) Greg Short of the Lac Du Bonnet Fire Department watches an image on a telescopic
search camera which can be lowered through a hole in debris to search for survivors. The camera
head also has a builtin communication unit that can listen and talk to trapped victims.
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100th Anniversary of fire fighting by holding a

Fireman’s Ball on February 19, 2005. The event
drew a sell out crowd of 275 people to the Morden
Recreation Hall with past and present fire fighters in
attendance. Entertainment was provided by Fubuki
Daiko (Japanese Drumming group). Dignitaries brought
greetings to the fire fighters. Among the dignitaries was
Dave Schafer who brought greetings on behalf of the
Office of the Fire Commissioner.

E E he Morden Fire Department recently celebrated its

The event was organized by a dedicated group of current
fire department members and their wives. The local high-
school welding program created the table center pieces;
they were versions of an antique and modern fire engine.
On display in the Recreation Hall was the department’s
1929 Model A antique Ford fire truck. Many photos were
taken of present and retired fire fighters around the
antique fire truck. ABC Fire & Safety, Carrier Fire &
Safety, Equinox Fire & Rescue, Appelts Jewellery, and
Crystal Memories donated door prizes. The evening
concluded with a dance. A good time was had by all!

Contributed by Jeff Forster, Captain, Morden Fire & Rescue

100th Anniversary Committee

Left to Right: Harvey Peters, Gord Enns, Andrew Braun, Andy
Thiessen, Justin Hildebrand, Korina Peters, Jeff Forster, Jeanette
Bergmann, Cathy Enns



